
Success Criteria

L.O.
• To be able plan ideas in an appropriate style for a diary entry.

• I can plan ideas in first person.

• I can express a character’s private thoughts, intended for a diary.

• I can use informal language suitable for a diary entry.

• I can sequence a character’s thoughts, linked to events in the story.



Who is the audience when someone is writing a diary?

Audience

What other differences might there be in style or features between letter 
writing and diary writing?

Usually a diary is only intended 
for the writer themselves to see; 
it is often kept particularly 
private.

In this case, therefore, Macbeth 
will be able to express his 
innermost secret thoughts – even 
more so than when writing a 
letter to his wife.



Use your inference skills and your knowledge of the story to mind-map 
some ideas.

Content
If Macbeth were to write a diary, what would he be likely to write about?

His first meeting 
with the witches

His personal and private emotions and feelings about all of these.

Becoming the 
new king

His wife’s actions 
and ideas

His own actions 
in killing the king

Concerns about 
Banquo and the 

witches’ predictions 
for him

His lies and cover-
up afterwards



Write one idea for a sentence that could appear in the diary. 

Example Sentences

What features will we expect to see?

Aim to write in an appropriate diary-writing style and link your 
sentence to an event in the story, along with Macbeth’s feelings.

Remember to write in first person.



His lies and cover-up 
afterwards.

Use your ideas to plan the content for Macbeth’s diary entry. You should 
write notes for phrases and ideas at this point, but not full sentences yet.

Diary Plan

Aim for ambitious vocabulary words and 
phrases, which can be shared at the end.

Choose from the events below for your 
planning circles, or add an idea of your own 
that is linked to the story so far.

His first meeting with 
the witches.

His wife’s actions and 
ideas.

Concerns about 
Banquo and the 

witches’ predictions 
for him.

Becoming the new 
King.

His own actions in 
killing the King.


